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Summary 

Region: Laos, Northern Laos, Kasi, Mad and Xayaburi Districts 

Clubs: EEGC (Val-de-Marne, France). 

Dates: January 31 to March 14,  2025 

Participants: Thomas Marguet, Clément Marguet, Emilie Quidot, Ludovic Guérault, Jérôme 

Poisson, Luc Eyheraguibel 

 

The thirteenth EEGC expedition to Laos, Phouhin Namno 2025, took place from 31 

January to 14 March 2025. The six-member team conducted fieldwork in several regions: 

Nam Fuang, the Phato massif (including Pha Koy and Pha Lay), Phou Pachao, Ban 

Nakangpa, and Sayabouri. 

In the Nam Fuang sector, exploration continued in Tham Phaka, progressing from the 

sink point. A return visit was also made to Tham Pha Yem, where observations showed 

that the evolution of the collapse in the “blower canyon” no longer allows for feasible 

clearing operations. 

At Pha Koy, a few minor cavities were located on the northern face of the massif. On the 

southern side, however, the team relocated Tham Pha Koy #1 and resumed its 

exploration. Access from Ban Chiang has been significantly improved thanks to a newly 

installed footbridge across the Nam Lik.​

The Pha Lay sector continues to yield notable discoveries, including a large entrance 
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facing Ban Phato, located above Tham Mialak (TP1), as well as a new entrance followed by 

150 meters of passage that extends the Tham Pha Hok – Tham Pha Hony system. 

To the northeast of Kasi, reconnaissance began around the Hot Spring Kasi Resort, near 

Ban Nam Ken. A sink–resurgence system on the Nam Lik was identified, and new sinks 

were discovered for the Nam Samoy, where the river crosses the Phou Pachao massif. On 

the eastern slope of Phou Pachao, at higher elevation, several sinkholes located at the 

base of dolines formed along the karst contact were also identified and await further 

exploration. 

In Sayabouri Province, reconnaissance focused on the Phou Phaxang and Phou Xang 

karst massifs on the right bank of the Mekong River, where exploration began in Tham 

Nam Khao, a large through-cave of significant dimensions. 

Along the road to Muang Met, prospecting north of Ban Nakangpa proved less 

productive than expected, as access to the most promising area was restricted. 

All our expedition reports have been published at https://eegc.org/. 
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